
Barren Grounds Theme: Land & Place 
 
“Place” is central to Indigenous culture and identity: 
 
"Place is multidimensional. More than a geographical space, it also 
holds cultural, emotional, and spiritual spaces which cannot be 
divided into parts." 
 
"Place is experiential. The experiences a person has on the land 
give it meaning."  
 

 



 
 
Animals are central to Indigenous culture and ways of knowing 
and being – think back to the discussions we had with Clayton 
Gauthier and to his art pieces and the stories they told. 
 
Why do you think the author of The Barren Grounds uses animals 
in this novel/story? 
 
Fisher Constellation 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



To help us better understand the relationship between people, 
place, land, and animals, let’s read the following short story – 
Treaty Words: For As Long As the River Flows. 
 

 

 

While I read, try to pick out a few key words or phrases that 
summarize Indigenous values and beliefs regarding animals and 
the importance of land and our relationships to land and place. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


