
Canada’s Treatment 
of 

Diverse Peoples 
Discrimination & Inequality



What is meant by “Canada” in this unit/context?

Canada as entity or “being”:
● Canadian society
● Dominant culture of the country (i.e. white European settlers)
● The people who hold the power to make decisions that impact the lives of others
● Government at various levels & elected members of government
● A group of people who live in a nation that has a colonial (colonizing) history

There is a lot tied into Canada - “the nation” - and “Canada” means many different things to many 
different people! 



Has Canada treated diverse 
peoples fairly?

Class discussion…

Yes/No?

Examples?



Canada’s policies 
and treatment of 
diverse peoples 
have negative and 
positive legacies.



Canada’s Treatment of First Peoples - Treaties & the Indian Act

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-treaties

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/aboriginal-treaties


Consequences of the Indian Act 



Residential Schools

https://www.youtube.com/embed/2zuRQmwaREY

https://www.youtube.com/embed/2zuRQmwaREY


Truth & Reconciliation and the 94 Calls to Action



Canada’s Treatment of Chinese Immigrants & Labourers

https://www.youtube.com/embed/pyYMsIhobvs

https://www.youtube.com/embed/pyYMsIhobvs


The Chinese Head Tax

https://www.youtube.com/embed/gkkpHpFV6oE

https://www.youtube.com/embed/gkkpHpFV6oE


The 1907 Vancouver Riot

https://www.youtube.com/embed/wn8X1uHwPZs

https://www.youtube.com/embed/BwEeWSYhpCw

https://www.youtube.com/embed/wn8X1uHwPZs
https://www.youtube.com/embed/BwEeWSYhpCw


Racism - end in sight?

Class discussion…

How can we end it?



Canada’s Treatment of East Asian Immigrants 
The Komagata Maru Incident

https://www.youtube.com/embed/EuTg4gztLBs
 https://www.youtube.com/embed/mhr1Ucr7qlc

https://www.youtube.com/embed/EuTg4gztLBs
https://www.youtube.com/embed/mhr1Ucr7qlc


Internment of Ukrainian-Canadians during World War I

             https://www.youtube.com/embed/UY4vTBQTpUA                 https://www.youtube.com/embed/2bE9o3m9P5k

https://www.youtube.com/embed/UY4vTBQTpUA
https://www.youtube.com/embed/2bE9o3m9P5k


Internment of Japanese-Canadians during World War II

       https://www.youtube.com/embed/CWJ-yg6RE6s                    https://www.youtube.com/embed/SPCzTJlosOc              https://www.youtube.com/embed/wBv-MYAf9P0

https://www.youtube.com/embed/CWJ-yg6RE6s
https://www.youtube.com/embed/SPCzTJlosOc
https://www.youtube.com/embed/wBv-MYAf9P0


Who got to vote & when?

What does this tell us 
about Canada’s past 
treatment of minority 
peoples?



Summative Task



Unit Assessment


